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The Genesis of British Identity and the Case of Gerald of Wales
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This is a version summarized in Japanese of an M.A Dissertation titled

‘The Genesis of British Identity and The Case of Gerald of Wales’ submitted

to the Department of History, University College London (University of

London), in September 1997. This dissertation focuses on the early stage of

the Normans’ assimilation with the native people of Britain, by tracing the

way which Gerald of Wales came to identify himself with the Welsh.

Gerald was a well-educated ecclesiastic of the twelfth century who
belonged to a Norman family. He was also a person of mixed Norman and
Welsh blood. Originally Gerald did not doubt his promotion in the
ecclesiastical world. However, he was never trusted by the majority of the
people who were of pure Norman blood in England court. He was looked
down and bullied due to his Welsh blood. Promotion eluded him. Ultimately
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Gerald acquired Welsh identity during his second bishopric election of St.
David’s because of these attacks and claimed to ecclesiastical independence
for Wales. All in all his case is of great interest in the question of Norman
assimilation and the formation of British identity.

This dissertation is in two parts. The first part is focused on Gerald’s
historical background, and the second is an analysis of his growing identity
with the Welsh by concentrating on his two battles of bishopric election of
St.David’s.
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CxFGARFT 4T ZT)V—R T - TFTURy—IDBERXI b &
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ke T49Y e AF4—F BN, RRAMBT2FNVE 3T - 74 F—
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FLTERTHBIAL VT AT 4oV TxTNRERE LT D IN—FK (the
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77 FNVARBRETERETHY, Vx— XA L TiRE LW
BEEDL, B2 0ESREBORIZH-T-, BOIXT—AEBIC
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FLEZT 2 NRXIZRSTELBDLEEZ BN TNSY,

IOV O EHEEDORER, X7 u— TR LEHSIZ 75 FVAE T
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BL. 25FETD. A=VATREIANVFL DY T A (pallium) THBDH
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