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Reading The Journey through Wales by Gerald of Wales Norio Yoshiga
E & Abstract
Giraldus Cambrensis or Gerald of Wales, one of the most gifted
and entertaining of medieval writers, was born in Pembrokeshire
. in 1147 into a Norman-Welsh family. His /tinerarium Cambriae
or The Journey through Wales, described in almost diary form,
remains an incredibly valuable historical document of 12th-century
Wales. He provides us with an accurate and quite comprehensive
history of events, lively accounts of miracles, legends and folklore
of all sorts from medieval Wales. The story about the River Neath’s
quicksands tells us about a dangerous Welsh journey. Gerald reported
in detail about the habits of beavers in the River Teifi. Two strange
lakes at the top of the mountains of Snowdonia stimulate our interest
and he horrifies us with an account of a young man of Cemais who
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was killed and eaten by toads. He is so busy narrating local
happenings and miracles that he often forgets to tell about the details
of his journey itself. However, these digressions are one of the
attractions of his wonderful “travel book.”
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