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S Crynodeb: Chwedlau a cherddi Cymraeg Canol ar gael heddiw yw
cymysg o destunau ysgrifenedig sydd wedi tyfu o’r traddodiad brodorol a
Hafar. ‘Dysgedig’ (Nesta Lloyd a Morfydd Owen, 1986: xix) oedd natur y rhain
gan nad swydd y beirdd yn adlonni’r gynulleidfa yn unig. Adroddod y beirdd
Dri Chof Ynys Prydain , sef Hanesy Brython, eu Hiaith, ac Achau'r arwyr a
ymladdodd erbyn gormesoedd o dramor {Saeson yn arbennig). Dyma hen gof
a roddai i’r Cymry yn ystod yr Oesoedd Canol {(tuag 800-1200) wybodaeth er
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mwyn deall y byd o'u hamgylch. Ninnau yw ystyr y Cymry yn wreiddiol a
cheir y disgrifiad o Gymry yn y deuddegfed testun a elwir Enwau Ynys
Prydain fel y canlyn: nyt oes dylet v neb ar [yx] Ynys Honn, namyn a
genedy! Gymry ehun, Gweddillyon y Brutannyeit, y ddeuth gynt o Gaer
Droea. Awgrymar frawddeg hon mai cofion cymdeithasol am Sefydlu a
Choll Prydain oedd ‘cyfarwyddyd a gadarnhasai cysyniad y Cymry fel Ein
cened!’ dros y cyfnod hwn.
Ynys Prydain cyfarwyddyd Cymry
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englyn FAnglynion y Beddau
chwedl (Ir. scél; Ger. Sagen, cf. ‘to say,’ saga) Chwed! larlles y Ffynnon
mabinogi Pedair Cainc y Mabinogi (WM)
cyfranc Cyfranc Lludd a Llefelys ymddiddan
triawd Trivedd Ynys Prydain (TYP)
cf. ystoria <L.historia: 7 7 VABE < 2 DERSEHDHENNLTE
XF¥7 7 A b Ar ystorya honn a elwir Breidwyt Ronabwy (Breuddwyd
Rhonabw;,)
<EBR>
Liyfr Du Caerfyzddin (BBC c¢.1250), Canu Aneirin (CA ¢.1275), Llyfr
Taliesin (c.1350),
Llyfr Gwyn Ehydderch (WM ¢.1350), Liyfr Coch Hergest (RM ¢.1400)
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“King Arthur” in Welsh tradition
Yuri FUWA

e Abstract The figure of Arthur in the Welsh tradition is elusive: the
name of Arthur appears variously in early Welsh i)oems such as “Englynion
y Beddau,” “Pa wr yw'r porthor?” but only briefly. Other occurrences are
found in Nennius and Annales Cambriae, where Arthur takes a role of a
leader in battle (“dux bellorum”) leading twelve battles to victory for the
Britons (in Nennius), and he falls together with Medrawt in the battle of
Camlan (in Annales Cambriae). Nennius records two supernatural
incidences concerning Arthur’s dog and his son, both of which attest to
Arthur’s established reputation as a local hero and to his close association
with Welsh legends. Yet these references are rather fragmentary, and more
comprehensive account of Arthur’s character appears in Culhweh ac Olwen.
This stery offers a basic structure of Arthurian world, i.e., his court, his
warriors and magician, his relatives, his equipments such as a sword and a
shield, and the problems/adventure brought before Arthur to be solved.
What is noticeable here is vagueness about the setting spatially as well as
about the identification of Arthur as the “King”. The work does not call
Arthur King; neither does it mention Arthur’s father and son, thus lacks the
male genealogical evidence to establish Arthur in time. His court, Celli Wig





