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“King Arthur” in Welsh tradition
Yuri FUWA

B Abstract The figure of Arthur in the Welsh tradition is elusive: the
name of Arthur appears variously in early Welsh boems such as “Englynion
y Beddau,” “Pa wr yw'’r porthor?” but only briefly. Other occurrences are
found in Nennius and Annales Cambriae, where Arthur takes a role of a
leader in battle (“dux bellorum”) leading twelve battles to victory for the
Britons (in Nennius), and he falls together with Medrawt in the battle of
Camlan (in Annales Cambriae). Nennius records two supernatural
incidences concerning Arthur’s dog and his son, both of which attest to
Arthur’s established reputation as a local hero and to his close association
with Welsh legends. Yet these references are rather fragmentary, and more
comprehensive account of Arthur’s character appears in Culhwch ac Olwen.
This story offers a basic structure of Arthurian world, i.e., his court, his
warriors and magician, his relatives, his equipments such as a sword and a
shield, and the problems/adventure brought before Arthur to be solved.
What is noticeable here is vagueness about the setting spatially as well as
about the identification of Arthur as the “King”. The work does not call
Arthur King; neither does it mention Arthur’s father and son, thus lacks the
male genealogical evidence to establish Arthur in time. His court, Celli Wig
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(which originally means grove and forest in Welsh) seems suggestive of
Arthur’s standing in pre-Geoffrey Welsh tradition. Arthur is an active
pursuer of a task given him together with his men in band, but has no
permanent place in actual world except somewhere in Welsh forest where
Arthur is roaming around as a legendary folkloric hero.
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Eisteddfod: the National Event of Wales
Kazuya Morino
'Y Abstract: The talk is inspired by the National Eisteddfod and tries to
present the image of the National Eisteddfod from the viewpoint of a person
who visits the festival for the first time.
Keywords: Eisteddfod, national, surprises, uniqueness
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