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Gwenllian, the Daughter of Gruffudd ap Cynan—
The Women’s Position in Welsh Medieval Society
Norio Yoshiga

Abstract: What is Gwenllian like? Gerald of Wales depicted her as
a warlike woman in his Journey through Wales and one recent
study shows she is the author of the Four Branches of The
Mabinogion. So which is the true Gwenllian, a warlike woman
warrior or a wonderful storyteller?

Gwenllian could be compared to Boudica, the warrior queen of
the Iceni who led a revolt against the Romans in AD 61. Like
Boudica, Gwenllian fought against the Normans but she did not
fight because she was aggressive or militant rather it was a Celtic
tradition from the age of Boudica that she should fight as a leader
of the Welsh army. This suggests that the women’s position in
Welsh medieval society was not necessarily inferior or submissive
but was rather highly regarded.
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