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Why Giraldus Cambrensis made contradictory description

in his “Descriptio Kambriae” ?

Ichiro Nagai

In “Descriptio Kambriae” Giraldus Cambrensis included three
contradictory chapters,: “How the Welsh can be conquered”, “How Wales
should be governed once it has been conquered” and “How the Welsh can best
fight back and keep up their resistance”.

In this paper I shed light on these contradictory chapters. I focus, in
particular on the following points when Cambrensis wrote “Descriptio
Kambriae”.

(1) Giraldus’ duality in blood, education, and task under HenryII.

(2) The political situation in south Wales during the second half of the
twelfth century.

(3) The difference between English and Welsh principles of administration.

(4) Giraldus’ estimation of the Welsh people and self-identification.
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