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Merthyr Tydfil used to be the world’s largest iron-producing town during
the Industrial Revolution Period. This was accomplished by English
iron-masters who established four big iron companies in the town. However,
In contrast to extravagant lifestyles of the English iron-masters, most Welsh
employees were forced to live in cramped unhealthy living quarters. This
radical town was faced constant strikes and riots, the most violent of which
was the Rising of 1831. Through the depiction of the rising, I anticipate a
glimpse into the lives of Welsh working class people during the Industrial
Revolution Period. This paper discusses three issues. First, political,
1deological and economical causes of the rising. Second, the process of the
rising in relation to the Reform Act of 1832. Third, the story of Richard Lewis
(Dic Penderyn) executed in Cardiff for stabbing a solder during the rising
becoming the first hero of Welsh laboring people.
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