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The Rebecca Riots:
On the Popular Movement in Wales during the Industrial Revolution period

Motonobu Kajimoto
The Rebecca Riots, protests led by local Welsh farmers, took place between
1839 and 1844. The protestors wore women’s dresses and attacked, in the
main, turnpike trust toll-gates. On occasion they also took action against
Union workhouses, Anglican Church priests, and large immigrant land
owners and their agents. This paper considers the leaders, their supporters, the
causes and the effects of the riots. As for the causes, Hugh Williams, a radical
solicitor and welsh Chartist leader, was suggested to have been a puppeteer
behind the scenes. Welsh farmers, whose poverty was deteriorated by toll
farming, Poor Law reform and the Tithe Commutation Act, supported the
Riots. The Riots succeeded in attracting national support and resulted in the

Government changing local road policy.
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