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On Preideu Annwfn (The Spoils of Annwfn[Otherworld])
Jiro Yoshioka

Abstract: Preideu Annwfn (The Spoils of Annwfn) a well-known poem to
Welsh scholars because of its inclusion in the famous Llyfi Taliesin (The
Book of Taliesin), is less known outside Wales. The uniqueness of the poem is
marked by the description of Arthur’s expedition to Annwfn, somewhat
unknown in other Welsh material. The Cauldron (well-known in Celtic
culture) makes an appearance, its capture or destruction being one of the
purposes of the expedition. The poem tells us more about Taliesin himself

than its allusion tell us about the Arthurian adventure itself.

FEFICEZ L OMEPREINTETCND [7T—H—F (BFH) ] 1TV TiED
HEAAT =— L XITHEA2 OBEE RS JH S35, Bromwich, et al. eds.:
The Arthur of the Welsh (1991, 1998) 137V = — VX2 RE\T L#FH D
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of Taliesin (Liyfr Taliesin) (2 & £ TNHDT, BLMDBH T =— /L ADEET-
HBIZIT X< OB TIIWEA, OO FHZ 7= HIINT L X< mbhT
Wiz EIEE 272V, R. S. Loomis 7% The Spoils of Annwfn: an Early Welsh
Poem (Wales and the Arthurian Legend [1956] ([ZINE SN TV 5) LW 9
LCTHEND 341TE TOMNE LT D03, P < RO TH 5, A
HRHFH Loomis DFf MO FHE OARFHIRTT 5 F Mg & TEDOIFEE F>
TIHWERFELLGD I bR oz, ITHEIC7AR Y Marged Haycock
2V Preideu Annwfn’ and the Figure of Taliesin, Studia Celtica 18/19(1983-4)
T, B2RIZOWTOmMBITNAZ TEFFE BFER E FERE I Z TORBN 272 LT,
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EDRMOFET-H O REDORIE 72 23T E 7=, Haycock (%€ D% 2007 F(C
Legendary Poems from the Book of Taliesin (550 H%# Bz 5 KE T D)% H
IR L7273, < O pp.433-451 ICARGFOMFERL, JFIC, HFER, EMERER LIz,
At (LBE (AR TRE LV Vi %%%ﬁbfﬁé®f%w@EE%?M>9@%6mw
RICFLZMA T2 DOTHY, FHITFEMTHY . L RIKOFROEMR & &
ROV N HLHLDOT, RTEDEHZZRINDLZENEELY, Z0D
Preideu Annwfn [ZOWTHIL TWAHMMDFEE HZHIC L TU = — /L XLS}
DEZATITINOGND Z & DLIRWRFFOMIN 2 Z DK THA D, SFEIOH
RTIEFARFONEDHRNRTLTHY, V=V XDMOT —h —EHEDOE
BHE DO LEE - xR (R 72371 Sims-Williams (2 X ¥V, The Early Welsh
Arthurian Poems| The Arthur of the Welsh FTIX] D HF T/ X T\ 5) 72 B
Rkl Z & & fDIcHirib > Tk <,

LAIERAR 9l & 12 ikl D], K W 3L <1%c.850-¢.1150 & STV D
2. Arthur 3B 12 OFRWNE T o 72 L SNTE D ( ZOMNEOHEIZIT AL Lk
D DA, Z D Preideu Annwin (25 5 3L D EAEIEE O HITALE L TUVRW,
ZILTZ OFFCREHE S LTV D IEEIX Arthur @ catalogue of adventures % /i
FHZ el nEEb TS, (Padel, 2000),
3.Arthur O ARFFCOREAED HIF DT D = [ THH EINTND

(a) Rescue of Gwair (b) Capture/Destruction of Cauldron (c) ?Capture of
Brindled OX
4.Gwair(TYP IZ b %281 9)7 Caer Siddi[ZE A (Annwfn) & F54 55N b
TRV ZD Gwair 28 9 7202 Arthur & % D —17 Prydwen &\ 9 4 DT
FVE, L LZORERIZEEITH Y namyn seith ny dyrreith(=save nine
none came back) &\ 9 B/ FREIZ /2D, T D namyn seith ny dyrreith &\
9 KBUZL refrain & 72 D RFFOHIT 6 FEHN D, BEFFEITZ < OMFROFEEIC
HFES TR, ZFV MRIEOHEEICLHD TANVT OGN R ML T
W5, BT Y = — /L XFETIE Annwn or Annwfn &9 25, FDFEIRIZ O
Tl very deep, not world, in the world & an-®DEBRDEY FIZHOWTIEFE
&0 RBOMENH Y, EEZFOREEZ R DHITITWTZ > T2, Livfr
Taliesin \Z & £ TV 5 Golychaf-i Gulwyd(=I petition God) & AKFFDFtk %
FeHdHE, BVRO Y = — NV XOEEOHT—FFHE LV Annwin OFLk )
Z 515 (the fullest description of the Otherworld that we have in the early
Welsh material) & L C. Haycock(1983/4) 7% a~h (24317 CRBAL TW b, £ D
SRCHOARFFIEELRERZRML L TV D Z L2225, Padel(2000)12 X 5 Itis a
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fair assumption that the poem refers to an existing legend about an overseas
expedition by Arthur: there would be no apparent motive for Taliesin to
make the story Arthurian one if it were not so already. & ®BLEEZE = X > |
N5,

SAFF CIIE -EHF R EEE LT3 —1 v )3T (Gundestrup, Denmark
ME/LTHDLIN, 7TANVLT L RTHE)RERLIN, FICLEREeH LT
Cauldron (Hanes Taliesin [The Story of Taliesinl, Branwen Verch Lyr
[Branwen Daughter of Llyr], the Second Branch of Pedair Cainc y
Mabinogil the Four Branches of the Mabinogil 72 S8 2) N HTL 5, AFF
DO TIX, Z® Cauldron IZOWTiX, LTORRBN RN D,

a. kindled by the breath of nine maidens(Z Z{Z % nine 23 &2 i),

b. the Cauldron of the Head of Annwfn (this title given to Pwyll [Pwyll i the
First Branch of Pedair Cainc y Mabinogi ® Pwyll Pendefig Dyfed [Pwyll
Prince of Dyfedl D EAADTH D Z &,

c. It does not boil a coward’s food.

6.Ych Brych (Brindled Ox) & TYPIZ%% 54,

TR ARTE T END L ARFEN T = — /L XD5E & DG & 52 LI1EN
ThHDHZ EDBDN5D,

TAFHIT Arthur EOARIAHTEIET 2000, 77— —FEIZ O THOIEK
FD b2V AZONWTDIRADT N LY REREREF L STV,
Padel(2000)1ZZ N EZ KD L HIZF L H TS, in that it tells more about
Taliesin —his claims to different kinds of knowledge, his relationship with
clerical scholars, whose learning was more limited than his own, and his
tribute to the Christian God as his (sole?) acknowledged lord —than its
allusions tell us about the Arthurian adventure itself.

ZEIER (RLP O bODHR, FELEZ BT HDITEA TN
Padel, O. J.: Arthur in Medieval Welsh Literature (2000)

Bromwich, R.: Troiedd Ynys Prydein, the Welsh Triads (1978)

[3: EA.2006 &AM, Al TYA



