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Descending the hills - To face the reality: R.S.Thomas in Eglwys-fach
Yoshifumi Nagata

Abstract: R.S. Thomas (1913-2000), a priest for the Church in Wales and
Anglo-Welsh poet, started his career as a poet when he got promoted as a
rector in Manafon. His career is divided into three periods according to
his parishes: Manafon (Early), Eglwys-fach (Middle), and Aberdaron &
after (Later). In the early period, he showed us the hill-farmers’ harsh
lives upon the moor through his poetry. He also composed patriotic poems.
After Manafon, he moved to Eglwys-fach and then to Aberdaron, a remote
seaside village on the Llyn Peninsula, North Wales. On reaching
Aberdaron, he abandoned these themes and began to search for God in
the midst of the modern technological world. Thus a large gap lies
between the early period and the later. Poems in the middle period
have elements of both; he went on to write about Manafon hills instead of
picking up Eglwys-fach as a theme. His patriotism became more and
more intense as the political situation in Wales worsened between the
1950s and 60s. The intense patriotism led him to despise not only the
English but also the Welsh, because they did not take a step against
English oppression. He also tried to look for God’s presence and reach
Him through an ‘untenanted cross’ in his parish church. Thus themes in
this era seem to be ambiguous to us; because of this, some of his readers
may discover great difficulties of interpretation. However the poetry in
Eglwys-fach serves as a bridge over a gap lying between Manafon and
Aberdaron.
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Often I try

To analyse the quality

Of its silences. Is this where God hides

From my searching? ...

There is no other sound

In the darkness but the sound of a man

Breathing, testing his faith

On emptiness, nailing his questions

One by one to an untenanted cross.
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The shadow of the tree falls

On our acres like a crucifixion,
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